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Mew York says that today’s tensions and conflicts are characterized  and its end-users meant that I
less by a ‘dash of civilizations, than by larger groups feeling threatened  might otherwise have been the

' L ]
uba's biotech boom Castro’ interest i the fledg]
¢ s THE WAY
The United States would do well to end restrictions Cancer Center in Houston, Tex:

on collaborations withthe island nation's scientists,  f©2!abinFinlandto learn ho
cells. The knowledge gleaned

. Cuba marked the 50th anniversary of its
revolution on 1 January, a celebratory ‘Caravan of Liberty’ car- z
ried 50 people -.. | v
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. These people represented the health-care and edu- by e e e
cational systems of which Cubans are proud, 4§ -
. Andinno small

measure the scientists in the caravan symbolize the foundation of | oid; the regime will not last much

e ’ id America’s cold-war perspective on
that health-care system in the developing world’s most established i At the st o Flonds over

biotechnology industry, which has grown rapidly even though it |d researchersat its universities from

eschewed the venture-capital funding model that rich countries 5 ki counteys snemior—

Conslder a prerequjs]te uld be wise to start that conversation
; W i January inauguration as possible. The

the kudcrs of hawing done so. The venture- capital I]]Dd.E!IS pmmlse of reasons gnwell heryum:l biotech, of course, and the advantages could

riches is nice, it seems, bt not essential. be substantial for both sides. As the global centre of biotech, and with
But despite many constraints on interaction between Cuban and US ~ some of its marine ecosystems contignous with Cuba’s, the United
scientists, biotech has prospered in the nation. In 1980, with a sclentifi-  States is surely the country with which cross-fertilization of ideas
cally literate workforce at hand and the biotech boom ready to take off, ~makes the most sense. ]
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Enfant Mortality and Life Expectancy at Birth

Source: World Infant Status, UNICEF 2007. National Direction of Statistics Ministry of Public Health Cuba 2008
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Best, Worst Countries for Life Expectancy ] Enfant mortality

from WebMD & a health information Web site for patients Life expectancy

(¢ Japan: 83 ; Australia, Iceland, Italy, San Marino: 82 ; Andorra, France, Israel, Monaco, New Zealand,
Norway, Singapore, Spain, Sweden: 81.
C Inthe U.S,, life expectancy for a baby born in 2007 is 78 years. Chile, Cuba, Denmark, Kuwait, Slovenia, and
the United Arab Emirates share that same life expectancy.


http://www.webmd.com/

Death of < 5 years old children/1000 live births (log)

HEALTH

o o o1~ W

10

World Development Chart 2004

Make sense of development by viewing UN statistics

with free software from WWW.gapminder.org
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West Havana Scientific Pole
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siotechnology in Cuba-__
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THE OUTPUT
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Commerciaproductslaunchedby the Cuban

BiotechnologyProgram
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HEBERPENTA

Combined diphtheria, tetanus, cellular pertussis, hepatitis B and Haemophilus
influenzae type b vaccine. Heberpenta was introduced in the Cuban's immunization
program in September, 2006. More than 3 millions doses have been applied in several
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