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Patents as a Source of Information  

A Powerful Tool for R&D 
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     Information Obtained from Patent Documents 
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 Researchers and Inventors in general: 

 

Determining fields of potential interest for R&D. 

General state of the art corresponding to a specific technical 
field. 

Avoiding the waste of technical and financial resources. 
 

 

 

Users and Purposes 

3 



© BERKEN IP 2011. Todos los derechos reservados. 

Users and Purposes 
 

 

 Industrial and Technological companies: 

 

Establishing basis for projects of technological innovation. 

Finding alternatives for technology substitution.  

When “licensing in”, assessment of technologies of interest. 
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 Home trade and any local industrial activities: 

Avoiding potential infringement of local patents. 

 

 

 Foreign trade: 

Avoiding potential infringement of patents in foreign 
markets where goods are being introduced to. 

 

 

 

Users and Purposes 
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Users and Purposes 

 

 In general: 

Obtaining specific information about companies or people 
as patent applicants.    

Monitoring competitor companies. 

Finding and/or following the lines of research of specific 
scientists. 

Monitoring trends in technology. 
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 Limited temporal scope of monopoly 
 
 Territorial scope limited to the issuing country 
 
 Detailed description of invention 
 
 Definition of the protected object 
 
 They provide a new solution to a technical problem 
 
 Industrial application 

 
        
 

Patents of Invention: Main Features 
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Information distribution 

 

Specification 
Detailed Technical 

Information 

 

 

Set of Claims 
Scope of Protection 

 

 

Drawings 
Visual Information  

about the Invention 

 
 

Search Report 
Innovation Indicator 

 

Cover Page 
Summary of the 

invention 
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Number of Industrial Property Applications 
(Source “WIPO IP Facts and Figures 2011”) 
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Advantages of patent information regarding other 

type of technical disclosures 

 Number of published documents 
 
 Fresh information 
 
 Standard format 
 
 State of the art 
 
 No other disclosure 
 
 
 

 
 International Classification 
 
 Assignee and Inventor data 
 
 Industrial applicability 
 
 Free use of information 
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 State of the Art Information: 

General search terms. 

No critical or specific limitation.  

Large number of documents. 
 

 

Search Strategies 
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Search Strategies 

 

 Monitoring Competitor Companies or Following 

Trends in R&D: 

Search directed to a specific patent applicants or inventor 
names. 

Restricted searches and smaller number of results. 
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Search Strategies 

 

 Patent Validity – Assessment of 

Novelty/Inventive Step for New Inventions: 

Search limited to a specific object. 

Goal: finding antecedents as closest as possible. 

A single relevant antecedent can fulfill the requirements 
and no further search be necessary. 
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Links to IPC on Internet 

 
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/#lang=en&refresh=page 

 

http://cip.oepm.es/ipcpub/?lang=es&menulang=ES 

 

http://www.wipo.int/tacsy/ 
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Espacenet 

The database of the European Patent Office 

http://worldwide.espacenet.com/?locale=en_EP 
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Patent Database of the USPTO 

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/process/search/index.jsp 
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Patentscope Database by WIPO 

http://www.wipo.int/patentscope/search/en/search.jsf 
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Delphion Database 

www.delphion.com 
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Summing up… 

• Patents are a very useful technical information source. 

• Conducting a patent search is always advisable at the 

time of taking decisions about R&D projects. 

• These concepts are applicable not only to industrial 

companies but also to academic researchers in all 

technical fields. 
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Muchas gracias. 
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Av. Callao 868, Piso 1A I (C1023AAO) Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Tel.: (54 11) 5252-2452 I Fax: (54 11) 5252-2453 

patentes@berkenip.com I www.berkenip.com 
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